
 

 

COMMISSIONER MEETING OF JUNE 25, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford, who took a moment to 

announce that Commissioner Moscatelli has officially tendered his resignation this 

evening, to be effective as of June 30, 2019. After the Pledge of Allegiance and a 

moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and 

Commissioner Moscatelli were present along with the Borough Administrator and 

Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to approve the minutes to the June 11, 2019 

Commissioner Meeting.  Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion, which was then 

approved unanimously. 

 

Ordinance 2019-13 was introduced for a continuation of the second reading from June 

11, 2019, which amends Ordinance 2019-05, as well as various sections in Chapter 135 

entitled Land Development.  Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to remove the 

ordinance from the table and Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion, which was 

approved unanimously.  Commissioner Moscatelli then reviewed the various items being 

amended: façade articulation, sump pumps discharging into the streets, how far down 

a contractor may dig for basements in new construction, and the requirement of as-built 

surveys once construction has been completed. 

 

Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, asked how long discharging into the streets had been an 

issue.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that the issue has gotten worse lately.  To which Mr. 

Hess asked if the borough wells should be pumped out to lower the ground water levels 

now that we get our water through New Jersey American Water (NJAW).  Commissioner 

Moscatelli replied negatively to the suggestion and noted that the issue is because of 

developers digging too deep to install basements. 

 

Linda Harrington, Woodland Avenue, asked if the Borough had a count of how many 

gutters are discharged into the street.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that we did not.  

He then pointed out that the best way to deal with this water is to direct it into a yard 

where it can get back into the water table. 

 

Chuck Kanupke, Estaugh Avenue, pointed out that there are underground streams, 

which make it difficult to have control over the ground water.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

replied that these changes will attempt to help with that issue.  Additionally, we can 

consider locations on a case-by-case basis.  This will put the onus on the homeowner, 

rather than the borough. 

 

Susan Hoch, Coles Mille Road, started by thanking Commissioner Moscatelli for his service.  

She then commented that the timing of this discussion is ironic considering the June 20th 

storm.  It was pointed out that in the past the borough encouraged residents to discharge 

this water into the street, but now homeowners will have deal with the costs of changing 

that practice on their own.  She asked the Commissioners to not be short-sighted in this 

matter because now the water will be put down by the foundations of homes when the 

ground is so saturated already.  In her opinion the answer to this issue is better stormwater 



 

 

management and suggested that it might be time to float a bond to fixing the 

stormwater issues in town.  She thought this is part of what her taxes went towards.  There 

needs to be public discussions on this issue and asked the Commissioners to table this 

ordinance at this time.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that there are little underground 

stormwater systems.  He noted that this is very expensive to install and the NJ Department 

of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) requirements are very extensive.  In his estimation it 

would cost roughly $70-75 million to install such systems town-wide.  He noted that 

Remington & Vernick did do a town-wide study on the water issues and where they are 

located.  However, storm drains cannot handle storms like the one on June 20th.  We 

cannot design a system to handle a 500-year storm.  What added to the issue is that 

water from other towns was all trying to go to the same area, which was already full 

because of high tides, and therefore had nowhere to go.  The Borough does look at 

stormwater for each road program that is done and noted that stormwater is not always 

cost effective to deal with.  A bigger pipe is not better if there is still no place for the water 

to go.  Unfortunately, not everything has a simple solution.  Additionally, NJDEP permitting 

is a multi-year process.  Mayor Rochford also pointed out that NJDEP nixed the Borough’s 

plans for stormwater issues on Maple Avenue, which Ms. Hoch indicated oversimplified 

the issues there.  She then asked if stormwater drainage could be installed in the worst 

areas.  Commissioner Moscatelli pointed out that this is drainage behind Concord 

Avenue, but there was nowhere for the water to go.  Ms. Hoch pointed out that it wasn’t 

only that storm; it was also weeks of rain and saturated ground.  Commissioner Kasko 

stated that he was not in favor of tabling the ordinance.  He, too, had a gutter into the 

street, but it go clogged and he was able to divert the water onto his property at a lower 

cost.  He pointed out that the borough is not trying to stop rain water that overflows into 

streets and asked the question himself about how rainwater that overflows a pool should 

be dealt with.  In the meantime he will push the new Commissioner, whoever that may 

be, to start a committee, or task force, to look at stormwater management.  Mayor 

Rochford noted that the County would need to be included in that discussion. 

 

Mr. Kanupke pointed out that when Woodland Avenue was reconstructed a couple of 

years ago the roof drains that went to the street were reconstructed the same way and 

were discharging into the street. 

 

Mr. Hess noted that the Pennsauken Susstainable group has some really good ideas, 

which someone from town should talk to them about.  We need to find ways for 

homeowners to mitigate water; i.e. raingardens, rain barrels, etc. 

 

Ms. Harrington asked what the enforcement mechanisms were for this ordinance and 

what the cost to the borough budget would be.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that 

the Borough will reach out directly to people, but anything after that will be done after 

we get a complaint.  This will be managed through our Construction Office with no 

increase in staffing.  Commissioner Kasko stated that this will be on an “as we go” basis. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli stated that it is unusual for a municipality to encourage residents 

to put water into the streets as this is prohibited by the State and common law. 

 

Mr. Kanupke asked about the retention wells on residential properties, and what the 

Borough does to prevent them from overflowing.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that 



 

 

the Borough does have an ordinance that requires the maintenance of those types of 

systems.  The Borough Administrator advised that there is currently a builder’s remedy 

lawsuit against that ordinance, which the Borough Solicitor reviewed in more detail.  Mr. 

Kanupke then asked who monitors that the retention well is sufficient for the property and 

how many homes have these.  The Solicitor stated that at this time the borough cannot 

enforce the ordinance due to the lawsuit and the court seems to be leaning towards no 

allowing our ordinance, which requires maintenance of these systems.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli stated that the Borough does know how many there are, but everything 

depends upon the court case at this point.  He also pointed out the Mr. Kanukpe has civil 

recourse as an option at this time. 

 

Thom Wagner, Washington Avenue resident and architect, noted that currently the first 

floor of a new home is only allowed to be so far off the ground, which means that there 

could only be a crawl space if the water table is high enough.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

replied that this is correct, there are places where no basement would be allowed. 

 

Jay Reinhart, Haddon Twp. resident and Contractor, expressed his concerns about the 

changes in the definition of “story”.  He also noted that this ordinance will require higher 

fees to the owner; which he estimates could be as high as $6,000 to $7,000.  He then 

talked about how other towns who require these types of fees do it based on the square 

footage, meaning that the smaller projects do not cost the homeowner as much money.  

Commissioner Moscatelli noted that the Construction Office can grant a waiver should 

they so wish.  Mr. Reinhart believes that this will cause for knock downs, as well as more 

water issues because it discourages the smaller projects, and mentioned other towns use 

a threshold of 500 tons of displaced soil to determine size of project. 

 

Commissioner Kasko then noted that on page 7 of the ordinance, under §135-93.4 

proposed As-Built Survey Requirements, it should read as follows: 

 

§135-93.4 Proposed Site Plan and As-Built Survey Requirements 

 

As part of any approval for a Construction Permit or a bulk variance for 

development of any new construction or expansion of any existing dwelling 

or structure, an applicant SHALL submit to the Construction Official an as-

built survey a proposed site plan of the property prepared by a New Jersey 

Licensed Engineer, showing setbacks for all structures to property lines and 

the overall height of all buildings on the lot.  The An as-built survey shall be 

submitted and approved prior to the issuance of any Certificate of 

Occupancy for new construction or expansion of existing structures. 

 

The Borough Solicitor stated that these changes were not substantive in nature and the 

Commissioners agreed that these changes should be made. 

 

As there were no further questions or comments Commissioner Kasko made a motion to 

close the Public Hearing and adopt the ordinance, as amended, on second reading.  

Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 



 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Moscatelli voted affirmatively 

to pass the following consent agenda resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2019-06-25-101 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2019-06-25-102 Authorization for Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC to Hold Sidewalk Sale 

Event 

2019-06-25-103 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applicants - Various 

2019-06-25-104 Authorization to Approve Appointments - Various 

2019-06-25-105 Authorization for the Sale of Surplus No Longer Needed for Public Use on 

an Online Auction Website 

 

Mayor Rochford opened the Public Comment period of the meeting. 

 

Mary Fagan, Birdwood Avenue, thanked Commissioner Moscatelli for his hard work, 

where he has addressed many thorny topics.  She is sorry to see him go. 

 

Mr. Hess agreed with Ms. Fagan and asked when the resignation would take effect.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that it is effective June 30, 2019. 

 

Commissioner Kasko seconded the comments made.  He further noted that significant 

decisions have been made in the last 6 years and thanked the Commissioner for all of his 

time, efforts and new initiatives.   

 

Mayor Rochford noted that the work done by Commissioner Moscatelli on the sale of the 

water/sewer utility was great.  He feels that the town is better because of that sale.  He 

commended Commissioner Moscatelli on the many issues that he has dealt with and 

stated that the three Commissioners have worked together. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli stated that this has been an interesting 6 years, in which he 

spent much more time than he thought he would at the beginning.  He hopes that a 

focus on the infrastructure is maintained as it is important to keep everyone safe.  He 

applauded the Borough Administrator for her focus.  He sees the Bancroft site as the crisis 

du jour, but what is important is the budget and the roads.  He is leaving a little fed up 

with the whole thing; the infighting is ridiculous, as well as the lack of civility and cordiality. 

 

Mayor Rochford then reminded everyone of the upcoming fireworks and event 

downtown on July 3rd, as well as the parade on July 4th. 

 

The Borough Administrator stated that due to the June 20th storm the trash collection has 

been more difficult.  Waste Management is bringing in more people and asked residents 

to keep their trash out if it does not get picked up on their regular day. 

 

Ms. Fagan asked for the status of the PILOT program with the Board of Education on the 

Bancroft site.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the borough is working with the 

developer and noted that any changes will require discussions in public meetings. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:39 p.m. 

 



 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


